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Professionals Educate Students On Their Safety

Students’ safety is of
upmost
importance
and
SUNY
Cortland
offers their resources
to educate them on the
dangers of stalking.
By Annie Reid
Staff Writer

On
April
3,
Senior
Investigator Edward Marecek,
from the New York State Police
department hosted a talk in
Sperry Center to educate students,
faculty and staff on the signs of
stalking and how to handle such
situations.
Marecek started the talk and
gave some quick and simple facts
and before recounting an example
of stalking that happened on a
SUNY campus.
Throughout the talk, Marecek
talked to the audience about
several different types of stalking
including the more popular form
of stalking, cyber stalking.
“Because there is an influx
of stalking through electronics,
stalking has changed, and people
need to be made aware of how
dangerous is can really be.”
Marecek stated.
Elements of stalking can
be hard to prove, but New York
State is attempting to make more
laws to help stop stalkers.
New York City has recently
made “revenge porn” illegal as
of November 2017. The state’s
efforts to stop “revenge porn” has

been stalled, however, 38 states
and the District of Columbia have
issued laws against revenge porn.
“Sexual assault is getting
very high acknowledgement
and but stalking is also very
important to make students aware
of,” Merecek said.
Merecek urged attendees
to conduct internet searches
of themselves to make sure no
unwanted information was there.
In addition, it is important
to walk with another person or

always in groups and if you are
being stalked it is important to
make college administration
aware of the circumstances.
“Change your routine
and be aware of your environment
to see if you can get out quickly
if you need to and to tell someone
you trust,” said Marecek.
Resources if someone is
being stalked:
YWCA – Aid to Victims of
Violence- 607-753-3639.

24-hour Crisis line- 1-607756-6363 or 1-800-336-9622.
SUNY Cortland Title IX
Department- Miller Building
Room 404 or call at 607-7534550.
NYS
Office
for
the
Prevention
of
Domestic
Violence- 1-800-942-6906 www.
opdv.ny.gov.
Fight Cyber Stalking- www.
fightcyberstalking.org
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Title IX office hosted ‘It’s On Us Week Of Action ‘ to raise awareness on stalking and sexual
predators.

Filmmakers Gear Up For The Upcoming Blackbird Film Fest
Filmmakers from near
and far prepare for the
international film festival
hosted at SUNY Cortland
April 20-22.
By Stephanie Carrier
Staff Writer
With nearly two weeks until
the fourth season of the Blackbird
Film Festival, festival director,
Sam Avery welcomes anyone
to attend the community event
and support the international
filmmakers and their films.
Actor, writer and director
Nick Ronan, is a first-time attendee
for the upcoming Blackbird Film
Festival.
With two films screening
during the festival, Ronan is very
excited to promote his latest short
film, The Secret Nobody Knows.
Ronan’s film details the
romance between a couple in 1952
during the Korean War.
The couple fears for their
unknown future in an intimate
setting right before they have to
seperate.
He promises his lover that
he will be okay, noting at the
uncertainty in her eyes.
She reads him an E.E.
Cummings famous love poem, “[i
carry your heart with me(i carry it
in].”
Viewers see the couple at a
later time in their lives when they
are apart, yet still affected by each
other..
Ronan’s inspiration for the
short film sparked from films like
Atonement by Joe Wright and
Saving Private Ryan by Steven

Spielberg.
Originally a festival tailored
for novice student filmmakers,
Blackbird has expanded towards
inclusion
of
experienced
filmmakers and their collaboration
with media production students
who want to learn more in the
field.
“We strive to curate an
inclusive festival atmosphere…
where experienced professionals
and first time filmmakers can
strike up a conversation and
perhaps take something away
from one another,” said Festival
Director, Sam Avery.
And the festival is just that.
Last year, the festival welcomed
Scott Williams, the writer and
producer of NCIS to lead a
workshop and industry talk for
those interested in the field.
		 W i l l i a m s ’
inspired many media productions
students who were able to ask
questions and receive valuable
advice from the well-known
expert.
In the filmmaking business
for over five years, Ronan offers
advice to current media production
students.
“Rewrite your script over and
over again to get it perfect. The
story on page is the blueprint of
your film. Get to the heart of the
story,” said Ronan.
Returning filmmakers are set
to attend this year’s festival along
with a handful of newcomers
and international filmakers from
across the globe.
Filmmakers who attended
previous Blackbird Film Festivals
enjoy the element of networking
that’s available during the festival
weekend.
Filmmaker Jennifer Dean
said
“The
communication
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Nick Ronan stars in his own film, The Secret Nobody Knows, along with producer, Erica Camarano.
before and during the festival
was exceptional. They went out
of their way to make it a good
experience.”
Over the course of the festival
weekend, guests are given a
festival program that includes the
schedule rundown.
Genres
range
from
documentaries,
love
and
romance, foreboding, animation,
life and family, dramatic action,
environmental and new blocks
featuring women in film and films
relating to identity.
“I’m really looking forward
to seeing as much as I can at the
festival and discovering what
films are going to inspire me
and meeting the filmmakers who
made them,” said Ronan.
“This is one of the great
takeaways.”
For more information on
the upcoming festival and visit
Blackbirdfilmfest.com.
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Scott Williams offers advice at the 2017 Blackbird Film
Festival Industry Talk.
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Love, Simon Changes The Script Is Kim Possible Possibly Back?
Greg
Berlanti’s
progressive coming
of age film, Love,
Simon impresses as
the first mainstream
film to feature a
homosexual
lead
character.
By Tyler Arnold-Brown
Staff Writer

confused high school student.
Berlanti as the director
handled the challenge of the first
film featuring a homosexual lead
character.
He paces the movie brilliantly
giving it a vibrant, energized
feeling all throughout the film.
Love, Simon is also just very
ordinary in the fact that the viewer
can identify aspects of their lives
in Simon’s.
His situation is not all that
uncommon and that’s one of the

most interesting aspects of this
film. It’s relatable throughout.
Love, Simon charms the
entire way through the movie.
		Robinson has
great success presenting this
character and his costars rival his
performance.
Berlanti finds great success
in the pacing of his movie.
Love, Simon is well done
and masterfully takes on the
challenges this movie presented.

MOVIE REVIEW
Nick Robinson stars as
Simon, a closeted homosexual
high school student who must
balance typical high school
problems;
friends,
family,
maturing.
He is also forced to deal
with blackmail and his hidden
sexuality.
Robinson does well in his
difficult role of the closeted Nick.
Robinson makes Nick easy
to identify with in the way he
discusses what is happening to
him.
Robinson has a playful
personality with a serious side and
as Simon this really strengthens
the bond between Simon and the
viewer.
Jennifer Garner and Josh
Duhamel also put in pleasant
performances as the confused,
caring parents of Simon.
The charm that Garner
and Duhamel possess makes
the viewer really identify and
care about the struggle they are
going through trying to support a
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Katherine Langford of the Netflix series 13 Reasons Why,
stars in the film.

Blockers Brings On The Humor
Produced by Seth Rogan
amongst others, there is
no doubt the film is full
of captivating scripts and
punch-lines that keep
coming for the whole 102
minutes.
By Stephanie Carrier
Staff Writer

MOVIE REVIEW
Blockers, starring John Cena
as Mitchell, Leslie Mann as Lisa
and Ike Barinholtz as Hunter,
play the role of the overprotective
parents to their high-school aged
children, who plan on attending
their last prom together.
Leslie Mann plays the overlyattached single mother to her
daughter Julie, played by Kathryn
Newton.
After
discovering
her
daughter’s acceptance into UCLA,
Lisa panics at the thought of
her daughter moving across the
country.
On
the
contrary,
Ike
Barinhotlz plays the notoriously
easy-going and alcoholic father
who didn’t play much of a role in
his daughter’s life until his recent
attempt to make amends.
Cena remains unaware of
his daughter’s behavior outside
of the house, played by Geraldine
Viswanathan.
The parent trio spent their
evening tracking down their
daughters, after finding out about
their pact to lose their virginity on
prom night.
They were horrified after
discovering the messages between
the friends that were left open on

Julie’s laptop. 		
		Although there
is a strong contrast in personality
amongst the parents, they join
forces with a common goal in
mind.
The parents crack the code
of the meaning behind several
emojis the girls use in texts
between eachother with the help
of Lisa and Hunter who assure
Mitchell that what they are
reading is true.
In fear of ruining his
daughter’s night, Hunter tries
to stop Mitchell and Lisa,
until he decides to step in after
discovering additional news
about his daughters’ plans.

The plot takes a turn when
the overprotective parents run
into roadblocks that hinder their
chance to stop their kids from
their ultimate decision on prom
night.
Directed by Kay Cannon,
this comedy is the perfect flick for
anyone who wants a good laugh
and can relate to overprotective
parents.
Cheesy,
yet
hilariously
captivating and non-stop jokes,
young viewers can relate to the
millennial-themed references and
hint at parents’ inability to keep
up with the latest trends.

Call me beep me if
you wanna reach
me. Kim Possible is
coming back to save
the day once more.
By Melanie Goldman
Staff Writer
The Disney Channel Series
Kim Possible is getting a live
action movie.
Kim Possible centers around
main character, Kim Possible, a
high school cheerleader who also
happens to be a crime fighter as
well.
The show ran from 20022007 for four seasons. The show
was originally canceled after 3
seasons, but fans pleaded for a
fourth season and were granted
their wish.
Through those four seasons,
fans followed Kim on her
adventures to save the world,
along with surviving high school.
The best thing about the
show was that Kim was a realistic
and fun character to follow.
Sure, most teenagers
don’t fight crime in their spare
time, but the crime fighter side
of Kim didn’t overshadow her
normal high school girl side.
Kim dealt with real issues
any high school girl could deal
with, crushes, homework, jealous
teammates and even figuring
out where she wanted to go to
college.
No casting has been
announced yet, but fans of the
series are very vocal about their
dream casting.
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Picks
have
included
Madelaine Petsch of Riverdale
as Kim, Zendaya as Kim’s best
friend Monique, Lauren Jauregui
as Kim’s rival Shego, and Rico
Rodriquez as
Wade,
the
technological
genius who gives Kim all her
gadgets.
Filming is supposed to begin
this summer and no release date
has been announced either.
By the reaction from Twitter
users though, many people are
very excited about this new liveaction movie.
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Blockers hit theaters last weekend and kept audiance members’ attention joke after joke.
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